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Brahms (1833-1897), born in poverty, was the first composer to amass a small fortune from compaosition alone. As a teenager,
he earned a little money playing the piano in the harbor-side saloons of his native Hamburg. At twenty, he was hired as
accompanist by the touring Hungarian violinist, Remenyi. On the tour, Brahms attracted the attention of the rising violin
virtuoso Joachim, who not only hired Brahms but also groomed him for an interview with the Schumanns. The composer
Robert Schumann was immediately impressed and, in his role as editor of Germany’s most influential musical newspaper, wrote
a prophetic article heralding the coming of the twenty-year-old genius of German music. Perhaps Robert’s recognizing
Brahms’ talent was encouraged by Robert’s 34-year-old wife Clara, a briliant musician, who even at sixteen had been
recognized as one of the leading concert pianists of Europe. A year later, Robert’s mental health faltered, and he was
institutionalized until his death two years later. During those two years, Brahms sacrificed his career to assist Clara in her
household and with her seven children, as she continued to give concerts throughout Europe. A deep and lifelong bond of
friendship was formed, and Clara was always among the first to see Brahms’ new compositions and to give comment.

Two decades later, when Brahms was 43, he brought out his first symphony - long delayed probably by fears of Beethoven’s
long shadow. Relieved to have found great success, he set outimmediately on the second, to be heard tonight, and
completed it within a year. Clara’s diary noted that, during that time, Brahms had come over one evening to play the just-
completed first movement on the piano. She found it jovial, although Brahms - ever self-deprecating — advised his publisher
to nrint it with the black horders of moiurnina. Was it. nerhans. that Brahms saw it as traadic. while Clara chose onlv to hear the



Johannes Brahms

Symphony No. 2 in D Major, Opus 73
Allegro non troppo

Adagio non troppo

Allegretto grazioso (Quasi Andantino)
Allegro con spirito

Admisson isfree. Those who may wish to contribute to the
support of the orchestramay place their giftsin the baskets a the
doors upon leaving.
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