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Debussy, Two Nocturnes:  Debussy (1862-1918) was regarded by his contemporaries as employing novel methods of musical 
coloring and radical departures in vertical and horizontal structure – “stacked” chords and “arch” forms.  Later, these were 
seen to be extensions of the existing order.  While many of his contemporaries disguised their sonata forms with titles 
suggesting that the music tells a story from popular literature (such as Dukas’ Sorcerer’s Apprentice), Debussy used titles for his 
five orchestral works to indicate that the music suggests visual images.  Tonight’s music presents nocturnal images – 
specifically, clouds (illuminated by the moon) and festivals – with revelers enjoying jugglers and a moonlight procession.
 
Beethoven, Piano Concerto No. 4 in G Major:  Beethoven (1770-1827) wrote five piano concertos, of which the fourth (heard 
tonight) and fifth are considered the most advanced – and the most difficult.  The novelty begins immediately, for the pianist 
does not wait for an introduction but plays at the start, and alone.  After a thoroughly controlled form for the first movement, 
Beethoven gives us a second movement of simplest form – seemingly a dialog becalming a bully, which some say tells the 
story of Orpheus and the Furies (although others disagree).  The third movement, combining sonata and rondo forms, departs 
even from Beethoven’s frequent practice of giving a coda that is really a second “development”, for here it could be heard 
as a second “recapitulation”.

Brahms, Symphony No. 4 in E Minor:  Brahms (1833-1897), although world-famous, presented his last symphony with some 
hesitation, for he knew it contained new harmonies and new methods.  In the end, it has turned out to be many musicians’ 



       
      Steven  Ayers, Piano
 

         Intermission 

      Johannes Brahms
       Symphony No. 4 in E Minor, Opus 98
        Allegro non troppo
       Andante moderato
       Allegro giocoso
       Allegro energico e passionato

 Admission is free.  Those who may wish to contribute to the
 support of the orchestra may place their gifts in the baskets at the
 doors upon leaving.
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