
The Greendale Original
The newsletter of the Greendale Originals Neighborhood Association

An organization of residents of Greendale Original Homes
for the purpose of education, representation, service, promotion, and preservation 

of our historic neighborhood.

Next meeting
Wednesday, July 7, 2004 7:30 p.m.

Greendale Library Community Room (basement)

There will not be a guest speaker at this meeting. We will be dis-
cussing the T-shirt sales and upcoming picnic scheduled at the
end of August. The Bylaws have been approved, so now we can
move on to the fun stuff! For more information visit
my.execpc.com/~jruss/gona.html

July 2004

An Original Party
Thanks to gracious volunteers Karyn Birmingham
and Julie Newmann, GONA will be having a party
this summer! It will be similar to a big block party
and residents living in Originals will be invited
along with guests. The date will be at the end of
August (tentatively August 29) so mark your calen-
dars for this fun event! Look for more information
in the next issue. If you would be interested in help-
ing call Jeff Birmingham at 423-0963.

Greendale Originals Neighborhood Association (GONA)
Meeting Minutes (to be approved at the July meeting)

Wednesday, June 2, 2004, 7:30 PM          Greendale Library Community Room

Board Members Present:Jeff Birmingham, Jack Anderson, Cathy
Loomis, Terri Knudson, Al Emmons, Virginia Emmons

Board Members Absent:Kathy Arciszewski, Margo Kuehn, Pat Geary,
Kathleen Hart

The meeting was called to order by the president at 7:35 PM.

The secretary summarized the meeting minutes of the May 5th GONA
meeting. The secretary recognized those volunteers who delivered
newsletters to Greendale originals this month.

The treasurer reported that the balance in the GONA account is about
$116.00. 

GONA party: Karyn Birmingham and Julie Newmann met to start
planning the outdoor party. The party will be similar to a big block
party. Residents living in originals will be invited, and they may bring
guests. The party is tentatively scheduled for the afternoon of August
29th. There is a possibility that the party may have DJ’s who will volun-
teer their time (we would like to provide a tip). The food will be sup-
plied by a local deli at cost. The menu will include sandwiches (e.g.,
brats, barbeque, hot dogs), drinks, corn, potato chips, etc. The cost may
be $5.00 a plate for adults and $3.00 for children. We would like to
charge as little as possible to encourage participation. We may borrow
tables from a church and having people bring their own chairs. We
would need a permit from Chief of Police to have the party and Karyn
Birmingham is pursuing this. Those who come to the party can become
members of GONA and receive special deals from the Village Lifeas
part of their membership. There will be games for kids. Jeff
Birmingham will work on getting inexpensive prizes and seeking out
sponsors.

Newsletter: Joe Russ is planning to do July and August newsletter
issues before the party. Joe would like to have someone take over writ-
ing the newsletter in September. Joe is looking for ideas to put in the
section of the newsletter which shows a mystery picture of a Greendale
original home feature. Jeff Birmingham has some historical articles to

add to the newsletter. We now have advertisers for the newsletter. The
goal was to have four business card ads. Discussed issue of the
amount of space devoted to advertising. Need to have enough space
for newsletter content, and have the lettering big enough for everyone
to read. Also, need to realize there may be some months when we
have no advertising.

GONA website: The number of visitors to the website has gone
down. Joe Russ will be working on adding new information to the
site. He would like to include executive board members’ contact infor-
mation on the website.  

Good Experiences List:Al Emmons called some of the roofers on
the list and confirmed that some recommend taking off the original
tile roofs. The list was changed based on this information. Discussed
concerns about need to have people who can work with unique aspects
of the Greendale originals. Discussed several possibilities for others
who are doing this type of work. It is important the work not be too
expensive, because this may dissuade people from keeping their origi-
nal roofs. We still need to actively look for more names to add to the
Good Experiences List. We need names for a handyman (e.g., some-
one to clean gutters, etc.). We discussed whether to include other ser-
vices, such as health professionals. People may find this information
helpful, yet we do want the list to get too long.

President’s report: Two of our members have volunteered to fund the
purchase of T-shirts for fundraising at the Green Markets (starting on
June 26th). We discussed how many of what sizes to buy, and decided
to ask the person who will be supplying the T-shirts for a recommen-
dation. We need volunteers to sell the T-shirts at the Green Markets. 

By-laws: Copies of the bylaws were handed out. A motion was
offered to pass the bylaws as they are. Discussion involved the per-
centages listed in article 12 and 13. There was concern that the per-
centages listed would make it too easy to change the bylaws and
remove officers. It was noted that adequate prior notice must be given
before such a vote. The motion was passed, and the by-laws were

Minutes continued on back page.



accepted.

New business:We discussed having less frequent meetings. We decided
to keep meetings monthly at this time due to the upcoming party. We
discussed options for future topics for speakers, such as information on
mold, fire safety, crime prevention, and DPW activities.

Tips on Greendale original homes:One member stated that she paint-
ed over her already painted living room ceiling beams with white, high
gloss paint and this turned out well. For those beams in their original
condition, some have recommended not putting anything on the beams.
One person stated that originally, Min-Wax products were used on the
beams, and that these products could be used on the beams. One mem-
ber stated that he had his floors professionally sanded, and it looked
very good. We discussed side venting from the crawl space. One mem-
ber stated that it is important to uncover the vents in the summer to
increase circulation of air (close in winter). Ice cream bucket covers
make good replacement vent covers.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.

Submitted by:
Cathy Loomis, 
Secretary

Minutes from front page.

To be continued in the next issue...

Buy one 5 oz. unscented Lotion & Potion lotion and receive
30% off one 5 oz. unscented shower gel. We also carry Burt’s
Bees, Crabtree & Evelyn, The Thymes and much more.

From the November 1, 1936 Milwaukee Journal

Plan Wild Life for Greendale
Conservationists See Fine Opportunity at Model
Village Project

Surrounded by most of the natural advantages common to
any rural community, children of Greendale, the resettlement
administration (RA) garden village near Hales Corners, will be
given an opportunity to study wild life, despite their proximity
to a metropolitan center.

Efforts will be made by state and federal conservationists
to make the woods, fields, and streams of the 3,500-acre com-
munity abound with specimens of song and game birds, and
game animals, Jacob L. Crane, principal town planner,
announced Saturday. Preliminary studies and reports have been
made to Crane by Dr. Aldo Leopold, professor of wild life man-
agement at the University of Wisconsin, and W.T. Cox, regional
forester-biologist. They agree that the Greendale area offers
“exceptional opportunity” to attract birds and animals and that
little work will be necessary to convert wood lots into pre-
serves.

Sees Good Opportunity
The big job, as seen by Dr. Leopold, is “the dovetailing (of

the wild life idea) with the engineering, agricultural, landscap-
ing and other plans.” He cites the possibility of establishing
winter grounds for pheasants, ruffed grouse woods in the parks
near by, swallow banks in a near by gravel pit and coon and
squirrel areas. Food and coverage could be established near the
village school and be operated by the pupils. 

“This area…containing such a variety of soil, topography
and vegetation, offers an exceptionally fine opportunity, as part
of the landscaping program, to adjust environment so as to build
up and maintain a varied and valuable wild life plantation…at
very low cost,” Cox wrote. “Such development would not only
enhance the value of this project but would make a demonstra-
tion area certain to be of more than local interest.
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